Island Geographies and Climate
St. John Island is part of the USVI (Fig. 1) , which also consist of St. Croix, St. Thomas, and about 50 smaller islands that range in size from a cluster of small rocks to about 240 ha (7 show that the mean annual precipitation is about 114 cm with two seasonal peaks. The most significant peak occurs in September, October, and November, and precipitation peaks again in April and May. The highest mean monthly precipitation is 18.9 cm in November and the lowest is 5.0 cm in March (5).
Air temperature extremes range from a high of 37.2 °C in September and October to a low of 15.0°C in May. The average annual air temperature is 27.5 °C. The soil temperature regime is isohyperthermic, and the soil moisture regime is ustic (4, 7). More than 90070 of the soils on St. John Island classify as Mollisols (7, 8) .
